
A NEW CREATURE IN CHRIST

INTRODUCTION

When you put your faith in Jesus Christ as
your personal Savior, you became a new creature
in Him (II Corinthians 5:17).  The opportunities
to change and grow to become more like Christ
are limitless.  As a new believer, God wants you
to  grow  into  a  mature,  stable,  solid  Christian.
Over and over in His Word, He tells us to “grow
in  the  grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and
Savior, Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18), and to “grow
up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even
Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).  God has given you the
Holy Spirit to strengthen and guide you, and the
Bible,  His  Word,  to  teach  and  ground  in  His
truth.   His  plan  for  every  believer  is  ongoing
growth.

This Bible study guide is designed to be a
simple, basic tool to help you get started on the
path to spiritual growth.  It does not replace the
Bible; nothing can do that.  Rather, it is intended
to be a help to you in understanding and applying
the Bible in specific areas of the Christian life as
you begin your walk with God.

There are many, many passages, doctrines
and important concepts that are not addressed in
this study, because the aim was to keep it brief
and basic.  As you grow in grace and knowledge,

1



and continue in obedience to the inerrant Word of
God, your understanding and convictions in these
areas will likewise increase.

The organization of this  study is  to first
establish the biblical basis of your relationship to
God  in  salvation.   Next,  we  proceed  to
investigate  several  areas  of  the  Christian  life
which  are  crucial  for  your  spiritual  progress.
Then we will devote a chapter to a study of the
local  church,  which  is  God’s  framework  for
growth and service.  Lastly, we will briefly touch
on what God wants you to do in order to continue
in the path of growth.

We  also  add  here  a  word  on  Bible
translations:  it  is vital  that you be able to read
and  understand  your  Bible.   We  encourage  to
make  use  of  a  translation  that  you  feel
comfortable  with  and  can  grasp.   The  verses
quoted in this guide, unless otherwise noted, are
taken from the New American Standard (NASB)
translation.   This  is  a  very  good,  reliable  and
readable translation.  Another that may be even
more readable for you is  the New International
Version (NIV).  Both of these do a good job of
getting God’s Word into understandable English.

It is the sincere desire of this writer, and
of  the  people of  First  Baptist  Church,  that  this
booklet will be a blessing and encouragement to
you as you grow in Christ.

Pastor Laurence Brown
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First Baptist Church, March 1999
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Lesson I   What Happened When I Believed in
Jesus?

Part A.  What is the Sin Problem?
1. What is sin?  Look up Romans 14:23; I John

5:17 and I John 3:4.

2.   Who  decides  what  is  sin,  and  why is  sin
wrong?  Look up I Peter 1:15. 

3. Where  did  sin  come  from?   Read  Genesis
2:16,17 and 3:6.

4. How  many  people  have  sinned?   Read
Romans 3:23.

5. What  are  the  consequences  of  sin?   Read
Genesis 2:17 again, along with Genesis 5:5.
Now  read  Romans  6:23 and  Revelation
20:11-15.
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6. Summarize in your own words what the Bible
says  about  sin:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Lesson I 
Part B  Who is Jesus Christ?

1. Although  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  fully
understand, Jesus Christ has two natures: He
is 100% God and 100% man.  Look up John
10:30; John 1:1; and Matthew 16:16.  Is Jesus
Christ God?

2. Is Jesus Christ a man?  Read Luke 2:6,7

3. Why did the Son of God come to earth and
become a human being?  Read Luke 19:10;
John3:16,17

4. Why was it necessary for Christ to die on the
cross?  Look up I Peter1:18,19
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Lesson I 
Part C   Salvation

1. How  did  God  save  me?   Read  Romans
3:24,25.  

2. Many people believe that their works help or
contribute to their salvation.  But what does
the  Bible  say about  this?   Read  Ephesians
2:8,9 and Titus 3:4. 

3.   What  is  God’s  only requirement  for
forgiveness of sins in Christ?  Read Acts 16:31.

4. What  did  the  death  of  Christ  do  for  me?
Look up Romans 8:1-4.
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Lesson I
Part D  How Can I Know I Am Going to Heaven?

One of the Devil’s greatest weapons is doubt.  He
wants  you  to  doubt  and  wonder  about  your
salvation, so that you will be ineffective in your
Christian life & growth.

Read John 10:27-29.  
1. Who is it that knows you?

2. What has Jesus given to you in verse 28?

3. What does this mean?

4.  If you have trusted in Christ as your Savior, in
Whose hand are you, according to verse 28? 

5.   According to  verse  29,  in  Whose  hand are
you?  

6.  On what does your salvation depend: you, or
the ability of God to keep His word? 

Lesson II  Growing in Christ
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Part A  Bible Reading

Now that you are a child of God, you have the
Holy Spirit indwelling you; He will cause you to
grow in your knowledge and walk with Christ.
But we, as Christians,  still  have responsibilities
in order to be able to grow.

What about reading the Bible?

1. What is the Bible?  Look up I Thessalonians
2:13.

2. What is the Bible like?
Read Matthew 4:4_________________
Psalm 119:105____________________
Hebrews 4:12_____________________

3. Why should  I  read  the  Bible?   Read  Acts
20:32.

  

4. How often should I read and study my Bible?
      Read Acts 17:11.

5. What should we do in order to understand the
       Bible?  Read Psalm 119:125, 148.

6. Once we learn a truth or principle from God’s
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       Word, what should we do with it?  Read
Psalm 119:129.
                
Some information and important facts
about the Bible:

The Bible  was  written  by God,  through
human authors,  over  a period of  roughly 1,600
years.   It  consists  of  66  books  in  the  English
language.   It  was  originally  written  in  Hebrew
(the  Old  Testament)  and  Greek  (the  New
Testament); a small portion of the book of Daniel
was written in Aramaic.

The primary focus of the Old Testament
(Genesis  -  Malachi)  is  God’s  work  in  and  on
behalf  of  His  chosen people,  Israel.   The New
Testament  (Matthew  -  Revelation)  is  the
revelation of the Person of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, and of His special program for this age,
the Church.  The common theme throughout all
of the Scriptures is the almighty love, power, and
holiness of God, especially in redeeming sinners
from the penalty, power and presence of sin.

The original  documents,  or  manuscripts,
of the Bible were inspired.  Inspiration means
that God the Holy Spirit specifically chose each
and every word which the human authors used to
express themselves (see II Timothy 3:16).  This
leads to  a  particular  quality of  our Bible trans-
lations and versions today: in so far as they accu-
rately reflect those original manuscripts they are
inerrant, that is, completely free from error or
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mistake.  The Bible is perfect, because God wrote
it.   Because  it  is  inerrant,  it  is  also
authoritative;  that  means  that  since  God
wrote it, it must be obeyed.  We have no choice
as to whether to hear it and obey it: our Creator
has written what He expects of us, and we must
obey.

The Bible is so important that it is safe to
say if you do not read it, study it and put it into
practice in your life, you will not grow as a child
of God.  Think of it as food (Read Jesus’ words
in Matthew 4:4) for your spirit.   How long can
you go without physical food before you begin to
lose strength and health?  Likewise, if you do not
eat the spiritual food of God’s Word daily, you
will  never  grow  and  become  strong  as  a
Christian.

If  you  are  having  trouble  understanding
your Bible when you read it, make sure you have
a translation which is readable and makes sense
to you.  The New International Version and the
New American Standard Version  are both very
good, easy-to-understand versions.

In  order  to  cultivate  a  strong  habit  of
Bible study and prayer, it  is good to establish a
certain time each day - preferably when you are
not  too  tired  or  distracted  -  in  which  you  can
concentrate  solely on what  God wants  to  teach
you from His Word that day.  Another good idea
is  to  keep  a  journal  of  notes  of  what  you  are
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learning from the Bible and how God is changing
your life as you obey His Word.

Lesson II  Growing in Christ
Part B  Prayer   

1. What is prayer?  Read Psalm 55:16,17.

2. Praying to thank God before meals is a good
tradition to start.  When else should you pray?
Read I Thessalonians 5:17.

3. How should you address God?  Read Luke
11: 2; Ephesians 1:17.

4. Prayer  is  multi-faceted  communication  with
our heavenly Father.  What are some of the
elements  that  a  healthy  prayer  life  should
contain? Read Philippians 4:6 and I Timothy
2:1.

5. Prayer  must  come from a heart  of  sincerity
and faith.   In prayer  we admit  that  we are
weak and our Father is strong: we depend on
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Him for  help,  wisdom and direction.   Read
James 1:5,6,7.  What must we not do when
we are praying?

6. Prayer should be practiced both in private and
in public.  Read Matthew 5:5,6 and Acts 4:24.
You should  establish  the  habit  of  a  regular
time of prayer individually.  Many Christians
find  that  early  in  the  morning,  before  the
business of the day begins, is a good time for
them to concentrate on communing with the
Lord.   But  you  should  also  establish  the
pattern  of  attending  your  church’s  prayer
meeting.  Most fundamental, Bible-believing
churches have a mid-week prayer service of
some  kind  because  they  recognize  the
importance  of  the  church  family  spending
time together as a body in prayer.  Some have
said that  prayer meeting is  the “batteries  of
the local church.”
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Lesson II Growing in Christ
Part C Confession of Sin

1. The Bible tells us that once we are saved, no
other sacrifices (besides the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ  on the cross, which He already
completed)  or  deeds  are  necessary  for  our
security.   We  have  the  promise  of  God
Almighty  that  simple  faith  in  the  blood  of
Christ is all that is necessary. Read Hebrews
10:10-18.  How many sacrifices are necessary
to grant forgiveness to the sinner?

2. And yet  we still  have the old,  flesh nature.
That part of our being that is driven by the old
sin-principle and cravings of sinful desires is
still  a  part  of  us;  sometimes  we give  in  to
temptation and sin.  This sin was also dealt
with by our Savior on the cross of Calvary.
You will never face condemnation for any of
your sins.  But that sin is still very real and it
does damage our fellowship with God.  Not
our standing - that can never be harmed, once
we are in Christ; but our daily relationship of
warm harmony and fellowship is  broken by
our sin and disobedience.  In order to remain
close  to  God  and  continue  to  have  His
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blessing  and  growth  in  our  lives,  we  must
confess our  sins  to  Him.   Read  and
memorize I John 1:9.  There is a condition in
this  verse  to  obtaining  God’s  forgiveness.
What is it?

3. Confession does not mean to talk to a priest.
It does mean that we talk to our
heavenly Father and fully admit
and  take  personal  responsibility
for  our  sins.   Literally  in  the  Greek
language  “confession”  means,  “to  say  the
same thing as.”  When God points out our sin
to us our response must be to say: “Yes, Lord,
You are right.  I did commit that sin.”  When
we try to avoid the blame, or minimize it or
call it something else, we are not confessing
our sins, and we have not yet received God’s
forgiveness  and  cleansing  from unrighteous
ness.   He will  not  bless  the  heart  which  is
rebellious  against  Him and He will  not  use
the dirty vessel.  Sin must be dealt with on a
daily basis, as we commit it.

4. Once this confession has been made, we are
fully restored to the place of blessing. But we
should remember that patterns of sin have a
way of  cropping  up in  our  lives.   And we
must not only admit that we have sinned; we
must also repent.  To repent is to turn away
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from sin and replace it with godly habits and
responses.  

Lesson II  Growing in Christ
Part D  Obedience

One  of  the  greatest,  most  important  lessons  a
Christian  will  ever learn is  this  one:  obey God
with your whole heart.  This sounds simple, and
it is simple; but remember that obedience to God
does not come naturally to the old flesh nature.
Rather, it is only as we are being transformed and
renewed in our minds (see Romans 12:1,2) that
we can prove (put into practice) a life of obeying
God’s desires for us.

1. Why should you obey God?  Read Ephesians
5:1; I Peter 1:14,15.

2. What kind of attitude should I have when I
read,  study  or  listen  to  the  Bible?   Read
Nehemiah 8:13-17.

3. What does it mean to obey God?  Read James
1:21,22.
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4. How important is obedience to God?  Read I
Samuel 15:22.

Lesson II  Growing in Christ
Part E   Personal Holiness

1. What is “holiness”?  It is separation from sin,
unrighteousness  and  every  kind  of
uncleanness.   It  is  a  righteous hatred of  all
that which violates the glorious character of
God.  It is a positive love for truth, purity and
godliness - based on the Person of God and
His revealed law in the Bible.

2. Holiness describes both God and His actions.
Read Psalm 99.  What is the unifying trait of
God in this Psalm?

       

3. Because we are sinful creatures, holiness is a
characteristic that is difficult for us to grasp.
It  may  perhaps  be  better  described  than
defined.  Write in your own words about the
impression  which  the  holiness  and glory of
the Lord made on the following people:

Isaiah:  Read Isaiah 6:1-6
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John:  Read Revelation 1:12-17

Peter: Read Luke 5:3-8
4. What  does  your  heavenly  Father  command

you concerning  personal  holiness?   Read  I
Peter 1:14-16.

5.  This command of God should apply to what
areas of our lives?

Read Ephesians 4:21-24_____________
______________________________________

Read II Corinthians 6:14-18_________
_____________________________________.

6. What  practical  steps,  with  God’s  help,  will
you take to begin practicing holiness in your
life?
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Lesson III   The Church
Part A  Introduction

The Church is  so  vital  in  your  spiritual
walk, so important in God’s special plan for your
life, and such a big part of His eternal design for
the ages, it deserves its own chapter.  It is not that
your involvement in a local church is distinct and
separate  from the rest  of  your spiritual  growth.
Being a part of a solid, Bible-believing and Bible-
obeying church is critical to your growth.  But we
have given it its own chapter because it deserves,
special attention.

The  word  “church”  occurs  about  115
times  in  the  New Testament.   Roughly 100 of
these  occurrences  refer  to  a  local  assembly  of
believers; the others refer to the universal Body
of Christ.  The Body of Christ came into being as
an organism on the Day of Pentecost (see Acts
chapter  2),  when  Jesus  Christ  baptized  all
believers of the Church Age in the Holy Spirit,
once  for  all.   This  “universal”  or  “invisible”
Church consists of all believers in Jesus Christ all
over the world, from Pentecost to the Rapture.

The local church, on the other hand, is a
body  of  believers  organized  according  to  the
principles set out in the Bible and existing in a

19



specific location.  The local church is the center
of  God’s  program  in  the  world  today.   It  is
through the ministry of the local church that God
is  reaching the lost,  building  up the saints  and
glorifying the Lord Jesus.  From the Book of Acts
and  all  of  the  succeeding  books  of  the  New
Testament, we learn about the purpose, program,
organization and operations of the local church.
It  is  crucial  that  you,  as  a  Christian,  find  and
become  a  member  of  a  local,  Bible-believing,
Christ-centered church.  It is safe to say that if
you do not do so, your growth as a Christian will
be  stunted.   You  will  never  reach  your  full
potential  as  a  child  of  God  if  you  are  not
following  His program for growth: this program
centers around involvement in a local church.

1. Who  is  the  Head  of  the  church?   Read
Colossians 1:18.

2.  Who should belong to the local church?  Read
carefully  Acts  2:41  and  Acts  4:4.   What  two
conditions  in  these  verses  are  required  for
someone to belong to the local church?

3. What  is  the  primary  focus  of  the  local
church?   Read Ephesians 4:11-16.  
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4.  Read Acts 2:41-47.  What are some of the key
characteristics of Jerusalem church, as found in
these verses?

Lesson III The Church
Part B    Membership & Involvement

1. Does the Bible teach  membership in a local
church?  Read Acts 2:41 and Acts 4:4.  Note
that the people, after baptism, were “added”
to the church.  This implies a list or roster of
members.  Read Acts 13:1-3.  The church at
Antioch  arrived  at  a  decision,  through  the
Holy Spirit’s direction, to send out Barnabas
and Saul.  Read Acts 15:22.  In this verse the
whole  church  arrives  at  a  decision.   This
requires  a  vote  or  consensus  of  a
membership. 

         To  belong  to  a  Bible-believing  and
practicing  local  church  is  one  of  the  great
blessings  of the Christian  life.   It demonstrates
that  you  desire  to  obey  the  commands  of
Scripture,  that you want to serve the Lord, and
that you are not ashamed of the fellowship of the
saints.

2. Service in  the local  church is  a tremendous
privilege.  By serving in the Lord’s program,
we can show our  love  and gratitude  to  our
Savior,  and  have  a  positive  impact  on  the
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lives of others.  Since the local church is the
primary agency for the outworking of God’s
plan in this age of the world, when you serve
the Lord in your church, you are involved in
the greatest program on earth.

3. In what ways can you serve the Lord in your
church?   Read  Romans  12:1-8.   Every
believer has something he can do for God in
the local body of Christ.  Use your talents and
abilities for God.  If you see a need in your
church, ask your pastor if you can be a part of
meeting  that  need.   Even  if  you  think  you
don’t  have  anything  to  offer,  you  can  still
serve the Lord in at least this one crucial, vital
area: Read I Timothy 2:1.

Make a list of areas in which you
can serve God in your church:

4.  How should you serve?  Read Deuteronomy
10:12  and  Psalm 100:2. 
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Lesson III  The Church
Part C  Baptism

There are two specific ceremonies which
the  Lord  Jesus  commanded  for  the  church  to
observe.  These are not the same as “sacraments”
which some denominations teach; a sacrament is
supposed  to  earn  “points”  or  contribute  saving
grace  to  the  participant.   The  Bible  clearly
teaches that works - including church ordinances
-  do not save you.  They do not contribute in
any way to the promise of eternal life given to
you when you trusted in Jesus as your Savior.

But  these  ceremonies,  which  we  call
ordinances  (because  they  were  ordained,  or
appointed  by  Christ  to  be  practiced  in  local
churches),  are  very  important.   They  serve  as
reminders  that  all  that  we  do  in  the  church  is
centered in Christ.  The ordinance of baptism was
commanded  by  ___________  (Read  Matthew
28:18-20).  It always follows faith in Christ for
salvation, and is connected to church membership
(Read Acts 2:41; 8:12; 10:47,48; 16:31-33).

1. What  is  baptism?   The  word  “baptize”  in
English is actually just carrying the sounds of
a Greek word over into English.  The Greek
word is pronounced, “bop-tidz-oh.”  It means,
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“to submerge, plunge, dip, or immerse.”  In
fact the root of the word is where we get our
English word, “bath.”  It means deep water.
The  word  bathysphere  -  a  deep-sea
submersible  vessel  -  also  comes  from  the
same Greek root.

Read Matthew 3:16, John 3:23 and Acts
8:38.  Notice the words describing the baptism
location: “up out of the river,” “much water,” and
“down into the ___________.”

Baptize  means  not  to  sprinkle,  or  pour
water over someone, but to ________________.

2. What  does  baptism  mean?   Read  Romans
6:1-9.   There  are  several  key points  of  the
meaning of baptism talked about in this text
which we should understand.  First, baptism
means  identification.   It  is  an  unmistakable
symbol  of  the  believer’s  being  united  with
Christ  and  belonging  to  Him.  Romans  6:3
says  we  were  “baptized  into  Christ  Jesus.”
This is a strong testimony of identity.

Second,  there  is  a  representation in
baptism.  That is, the act of baptism symbolizes
or pictures something that Jesus Christ has done
for us.  What is this?  Look at verse 4 of Romans
chapter  6.   Believer’s  baptism by immersion  is
the  only  method  of  baptism  that  adequately
conveys what this verse teaches: that Christ died,
was buried and rose again, victorious over death.
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Baptism is a living picture of what our Savior has
done for us.

Third,   baptism  signifies  an  intention.
Verse 4 again says that “we too may live a new
life.”  All who  watch the individual go down into
the water and come back up are witnesses that
this believer intends by the grace of God to live
for Christ in newness of life.  The old habits and
patterns  are  recognized  as  dead  and  now  the
Christian wants to please only his Lord.  

Baptism  is  one  of  the  most  significant
events  in  a  believer’s  life.   It  is  an  ordinance
which should be eagerly and carefully obeyed by
those who have trusted Christ as Savior.  It is also
the  doorway  into  local  church  membership.
Members  of  local  churches,  according  to  the
Scriptural  pattern,  should  be  baptized  by
immersion.  
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Lesson III The Local Church
Part D   The Lord’s Supper

This  special  ordinance,  started  by  our
Lord  on  the  night  that  He  was  betrayed,  is  a
memorial service.  It is to help us remember the
sacrificial death of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Some
churches teach that when a priest prays over the
“elements”  (the  bread  and  grape  juice),  those
things mysteriously become the actual body and
blood  of  Christ.   This  is  not  so;  the  Bible
nowhere supports this idea.  

Rather, it  is  a  memorial.   Jesus Himself
told us, “This is My body, which is for you; do
this in remembrance of Me” (I Corinthians 11:24,
NASB).   The  Lord’s  Table  is  observed  on  a
regular  basis  (I  Corinthians  11:26  “as  often  as
you eat this  bread and drink this cup”) in local
churches.  This ordinance, like that of baptism, is
one given specifically to local churches to obey:
it is not for camps, conferences or individuals to
carry out.   And there are specific  guidelines in
this I Corinthians chapter eleven passage.

First, the Lord’s Table (or Lord’s Supper,
or  Communion)  is  to  be  an  occasion  for  self-
examination.  Read I Corinthians 11:27-30.  Who
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is it that we are told to examine?_____________.
Of what will we be guilty if we participate in the
Communion  service  unworthily  (that  is,  with
unconfessed sin)?_________________________.
Some believers in the Corinthian church, because
of  their  lack  of  self-examination,  had  physical
consequences for their  unholy treatment  of  this
ordinance.   What  were  these  consequences?
_____
_______________________________________.

Second, the Lord’s Table is a  memorial.
The single most important event in all of history
is the sacrificial death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Every aspect of our
lives and every moment of our existence should
be lived in the light of this great fact: Christ died
for  us.   The  communion  service  helps  us  to
remember the death of Christ and to put our lives
in perspective.

Third,  the Lord’s Supper is  a symbol of
our fellowship.  The Lord told His apostles as He
gave them the cup of grape juice, “Drink from it,
all  of  you;  for  this  is  My  blood  of  the
covenant…” (Matthew 26:27,28).  When we eat
the unleavened bread and drink the grape juice,
we are signifying that the same blood of Christ
has redeemed each one of  us.   Because of His
shed  blood,  we  are  in  a  covenant  relationship
with  God,  and  through  Him,  we  also  have
fellowship with one another.
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Who should participate in the communion
service?   While  visitors  may  partake  of  the
Lord’s Supper,  we strongly recommend that  all
those  who  participate  be  members  of  a  Bible-
believing church, and be walking obediently with
the  Lord.  They  need  not  be  members  in  that
church; but probably should be in a local church
somewhere.
Lesson III   The Church
Part E   Officers of the Church

The true Church has no physical, human
head.   Only  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Head  of  the
Church.  However, God in His wisdom has set up
an organizational structure for the local church.
There are two offices in the church which God
has  appointed:  the  pastor  and  deacons.   The
qualifications for a pastor are found in  the book
of I Timothy, chapter three.  

There are three words used to describe the
office  of  pastor  in  the  New  Testament.   One
word, “elder,” refers to the dignity and maturity
of the office.  “Bishop” or overseer, means that
the pastor is  the administrator  or watchman for
the local church.  And the word “pastor” means
shepherd - one who cares for, feeds and protects
the flock.  Thus a pastor is one whom God has
appointed to be the leader of a particular church
to feed His sheep (the believers in that church)
with spiritual food (the Word of God) and to see
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to  their  spiritual  well-being.   All  three  words
refer to different aspects of the same office.

What should be your relationship to your
pastor?   There are  some specific  commands  in
the Bible on this subject, along with some more
general  principles.   In the first  place,  the Bible
says you should obey your pastor (read Hebrews
13:17).  He is the leader of your church, and he
has been appointed by God to watch out for the
well-being  of  your  soul.   As  your  pastor  is
faithfully preaching and obeying the Word, you
must  follow his  leadership.   Secondly,  pray for
your  pastor  (read  II  Thessalonians  3:1,2;  and
Hebrews  13:18).   He  needs  God’s  help  to  do
God’s  work  in  studying,  visiting,  teaching  and
following God’s will for the church.

There  is  also  an  interesting  principle
found in the ministry of Paul the apostle.  If you
want to be a blessing and encouragement to your
pastor,  and  to  receive  all  the  blessing  you can
from  his  ministry,  follow  the  example  of  the
Bereans  (read  Acts  17:11).   They  received the
Word and they examined the Word.  Nothing will
encourage  your  pastor  more  than  an  open,
teachable spirit.  Prepare your heart ahead of time
to listen to the messages.  Listen attentively, take
notes,  and  discuss  the  sermon  afterward  with
your family or church members.  Go home and
think  about  what  God was  teaching you to  be,
grow into, or do.
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Someone  has  compared  the  job  of  the
pastor to that of a chef: while the chef looks for
nutritious  and  delicious  ways  of  serving  a
balanced meal, a pastor is always trying to serve
spiritual  food  to  his  people.   Imagine  the
frustration  of  a  chef  who  continuously  invests
time and energy in serving the best to his regular
customers week after week, only to find that they
rarely take a bite!  In a similar way, a pastor who
finds  that  his  study,  prayer  and  efforts  in
preaching,  teaching,  counseling  and ministering
are  not  having  any  impact,  will  face  the  real
temptation  of  becoming  discouraged  in  the
Lord’s work.

Support your pastor (read Hebrews 13:7).
Look for ways that you can “remember” him and
his family.  This author has been immeasurably
blessed  by church  families  that  genuinely  care
about the needs of the pastor, and seek to be an
encouragement to him and his family.

The word “deacon” means servant.  This
second office found in a true biblical local church
is  a  very  important  one.   A  deacon  (whose
qualifications are also found in I Timothy chapter
3) is one whose heart is wholeheartedly devoted
to serving the needs of the local church.  Often,
deacons are called on to share wisdom and advice
with  the  pastor;  and they must  always  be  men
who  are  examples  of  godliness,  holiness  and
commitment to Christ.
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A very important qualification to notice is
one  which  applies  to  both  the  pastor  and  the
deacon (read I Timothy 3:2, 12): they must both
be the husband of only one wife.  We recognize
that divorce is a growing concern these days, both
in the church and outside.  And we certainly want
to  evidence  biblical,  Christ-like  love  and
compassion  for  those  who  are  divorced  and
remarried.  But we are constrained by the Word
of God to insist upon this qualification: those will
serve in the offices of pastor and deacon must be
the  husband  of  one  wife.  The  defining
characteristic of the true deacon, however, is still
his  heart  for  service:  he  must  demonstrate  a
strong  desire  to  serve  the  Lord  in  the  local
church.

Godly, competent deacons in a church are
often an indication of a healthy, growing church.
If the deacons are lethargic and lackluster in their
testimony and labor for Christ, it may well be that
the  church  as  a  whole  is  not  serious  about
commitment to the Lord.

What should be your relationship to your
deacons?   Concerns  about  problems  in  the
church, especially about physical building issues,
about  the  care  of  widows (read  Acts  6:1-6)  or
about a need for service in the membership are
properly  addressed  to  deacons.   If  there  is  an
issue  in  which  service  is  required,  deacons  are
often the first ones to call on for help.  In most
sound  churches,  the  pastor  and  deacons  work
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very closely together, and the pastor will usually
get  the  deacons’  advice  before  acting  on  a
problem.  You may also want to contact a deacon
if you want to serve in the church, but don’t know
how or where.  Deacons are always looking for
ways in  which the church can more effectively
honor Christ.

Lesson III The Church
Part F   Tithing

Money  is  actually  a  small  thing.   The
world glorifies it and worships it, but God says it
is  the  ___________  thing  (read  Luke  16:9,10
[mammon means money]).  God wants us to be
faithful in small things and large.  As we prove
our  faithfulness  and  loyalty in  little  things,  He
will  give us increasingly larger areas of service
and responsibility.   God actually does not need
your money.  He can, and always has, supplied
the need for His work.  But you cannot get along
without giving of your money to God.  It proves
your love, allows you to obey Him, and teaches
you to trust Him for needs.

Actually money is just a part of a much
larger concept called “stewardship.”  Stewardship
means that all that we have comes from God and
belongs  to  God.   We  are  simply  managers  of
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what He gives to us to use for His glory.  All our
health,  energy,  talent,  time,  family,  money and
possessions belong to Him.

Tithing  means  giving  _____  percent  of
our income to God (read Genesis 4:19,20).  God
commands  “storehouse” tithing.   Read Malachi
3:10.  In the Old Testament, the storehouse was
the tabernacle or temple.  In the New Testament,
it  is  the  _____________  (read  I  Corinthians
16:1,2).

Tithing  is  an  indication  of  your
willingness  to  obey  the  Lord.   Quite  often,
Christians may superficially appear or claim to be
obeying God: but tithing your income puts this to
the test.  It gives you the privilege of proving that
you love the Lord and trust Him to provide for
your needs.

Tithing is focused upon the local church.
Many  charitable  and  Christian  causes  compete
with  the  local  church  for  believers’  money.
Many do good work: some do not.  But only one
has  the  authority  of  Scripture  backing  it  up:
God’s program of the local church.  You should
make  sure  that  you  are  fully  tithing  and
supporting your church before giving in any other
direction.

On what amount should you tithe?  Many
Christians  give ten percent  of  their  “take-home
pay.”  May I suggest to you that this is robbing
God?  The Bible says, “Bring the  whole tithe
into  the  storehouse”  (Malachi  3:10).   If  the
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government taxes you on not just your take-home
pay,  but  also  on  your  benefits,  union  dues,
housing, insurance, etc.,  then does God deserve
less?  Of course, much of our “gross income” we
never see in our pockets, and that is regrettable.
But  it  does  not  change  the  fact  that  we  have
earned the “gross” amount.  In order to bring the
“whole tithe,” we should be tithing on our gross
income.

In fact, some Christians are so impressed
in gratefulness and love with what God has done
in  purchasing  salvation  for  them  through  the
blood of His Son, that they go beyond the tithe.
They  use  the  tithe  as  a  minimum,  and  are
constantly  seeking  to  give  as  much  to  God  as
possible.   The  Scriptures  speak  highly  of  this
kind  of  attitude  (read  Acts  4:36,37).   The
Christian who uses the tithe as the minimum of
his  giving,  and  looks  for  ways  to  increase  his
giving  to  the  local  church,  will  be  blessed  by
God.
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Lesson IV  Continuing to Grow
Part A  How to Continue to Grow

God has  a  wonderful,  personal  plan  for
you as His child.  He has untold opportunities for
service,  delights  of  fellowship,  and unimagined
joys  of  personal  communion  with  you  already
planned out  in advance.  This perfect plan will
include  hardships  and trials  along the way;  but
He  will  always  supply the  strength  needed  for
victory.   The Holy Spirit  will  enable,  help and
guide  you.   God will  cause the  growth (read  I
Corinthians  3:6);  but  there  are  also  conditions
which you must meet for this growth to occur.

Read  Psalm  1.   God’s  blessing
(translated  as  “happy”  in  the  King  James
Version) means His provision, favor and joy as
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He works in the believer’s life preparing him for
eternity.  
1. What  associations  or  relationships does the

blessed person avoid?

2. What progression do you see in verse 1?

3. What dangers does this progression present?

4. Are there relationships, associations or habits
in  your  life  right  now  that  Psalm  1  would
speak against?

5. What are they?
6. The cure to the dangers and problems of verse

1 is found in verse 2.  What is the delight of
the blessed person?

7. What do you think it means to “meditate”?

8. How often does this person meditate, and on
what?
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Lesson IV  Continuing to Grow
Part B  Ephesians 4:11-16

Carefully read Ephesians 4:11-13 several
times.  This passage of Scripture is full of deep
truth on what God wants for you.  In the last part
of this lesson we looked at some great principles
of growth from the perspective of Psalm 1.  Now
see  the  same  concept  of  a  thriving,  growing
believer from a New Testament perspective.

Observe that this paragraph in Ephesians
chapter four is dealing with “the body of Christ”
(verse 4, verse 12, verse 16).  The body of Christ
is the Church.  The context of this growth is in
the  church;  as  we  noted  in  our  study  on  that
subject, a Christian who is not obedient to God’s
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commands to become a part of a local church will
not likely grow spiritually.

Notice also that the job of the leadership
of the church (mentioned in verse 11) is two-fold:
1) to equip the saints for the work of service; and
2) to build up the body of Christ.  Your growth is
not merely for decorative purposes; it is not just
for you.  You are growing in the Lord so that you
might serve.  Your growth and progress will help
others in the body likewise as you supply strength
to  them  (notice  Paul’s  illustration  of  muscles,
joints, ligaments and tendons in verse 16).  The
context of growth is in the local church.

The  particular  source  of  this  growth  is
found in verse 15: “But speaking the _______ in
love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him
who is the head, even Christ.”  As the truth is the
subject  of  our  discussions  and thoughts,  as  the
Word of  God is  what  we meditate  on day and
night, genuine growth will take place.

Notice lastly, what is the object, or goal
of our growth?  In verse 13, we find “until  we
attain…the stature which belongs to the fulness
of  Christ.”   And verse fifteen says,  “we are to
grow up in all  aspects  into  Him…even Christ”
The ultimate goal of growth and change is always
to be more like Jesus Christ.  He is the One Who
saved us, Who called us to Himself through his
love and mercy.  And it is He that we are to be
becoming  like,  in  all  aspects  of  life.   No  true
spiritual  growth  takes  place  unless  it  is  in  the
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direction of more Christ-likeness.   No apparent
virtues are real unless they are Christ’s  virtues;
no seeming good things are really good, unless
they are part of His character.

We  should  remember  that  not  all
Christians grow at the same rate.  You may not
feel that you are growing as quickly as you would
like to; that is really unimportant.  The main thing
is that you are growing.

Never forget that Jesus Christ is the One,
the only One you should be becoming more like
every day.

Lesson IV
Part C   Witnessing

As a new Christian, you should be excited
about the new life you have: eternal life!  And
you  should  be  excited  enough  to  want  to  tell
others about your Savior and His wonderful, life-
changing love.  In fact telling others about Christ
(or witnessing, as we often call it) is one of the
really special opportunities you have to show the
Lord you love Him.

In Acts 1:8, our Lord told the apostles that
we  would  be  witnesses  for  Him.   You  are
constantly telling others about the Lord through
your actions,  attitudes  and words.   If you have
just recently trusted Christ for salvation, you may
have noticed already that friends, coworkers and
others are watching you, and that their treatment
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of  you has  changed.   Before,  you were one  of
them, but now that  you belong to Jesus Christ,
they expect different things from you.

Read  carefully  John  chapter  9.   It  is  a
wonderful  example  of  witnessing  for  Christ.
Notice that the man who was blind and healed by
our  Lord  did  not  have  any special  training  or
unusual qualifications: he simply told others what
he knew about Jesus, and what Jesus had done in
his life.  This is witnessing.  You don’t need a
special degree: you only need to know the truth,
and to tell it to others.  What did the man say in
verse 25?
How is this an example of witnessing?

Notice also that we are not responsible for
the results  of  our  telling  others  about  the Lord
Jesus  and  His  work  on  the  cross.   Did  the
Pharisees and others I John chapter nine believe
the  man?      But  he  still  did  a  great  job  of
witnessing,  because  he  told  them  about  the
impact that Jesus had on his life.

Now read I Peter 3:15.  
1.What are we to do in our hearts?

2. For what are we to be prepared?

3. What is it in us that people may see and ask
about?

4. What  attitude  should  we  have  when  we
witness?
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Lesson IV  Continuing to Grow
Part D  Service

At numerous points in this study you have
been encouraged to serve the Lord.  Now, in this
last  part  of  A New Creature, we want  to  leave
you with this  final thought:  if you have not yet
begun to serve the Lord in a local church setting,
ask  God  to  guide  you,  and  determine  that  you
will  begin,  with a  servant’s  heart,  to  honor the
Lord with  your  time,  talent  and substance in  a
solid  Bible-believing and Bible-obeying church.
In part A of “Continuing to Grow” we noted that
service in the body of Christ is part of God’s plan
for growth.  

Read  Acts  16:13-15.   After  Lydia  was
saved  and  baptized,  what  did  she  want  to  do?
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Did she ask just once?  Why do you think she
wanted to do this?

There are new experiences and depths of
joy awaiting you that you cannot possibly know
until  you  begin  to  truly  serve  your  Lord  and
Savior with all your heart.

Conclusion

This little  booklet  has just  scratched the
surface of  what being a Christian entails.  There
are many more exciting truths to learn: the role of
the  Trinity in  your  growth;  how to  discern the
will  and hand of  God at  work;  how to  handle
trials and problems.  If you are a sincere believer,
then you realize that you have only just begun.
But   we also hope that  you have established  a
stable and sound foundation on which to begin to
grow.

As you launch out into the glorious and
exciting  Christian  life,  remember  to  keep  your
eyes fastened on Jesus, the One you are trying to
imitate, and keep your feet in the Word of God.
Blessings and opportunities to grow and serve are
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just  around the corner as you trust  in  Him and
obey.    

You  are  truly a  new creature  in  Christ,
and He is opening the door to all kinds of new
experiences, opportunities and adventures.  Keep
your eyes on the ultimate goal - to be pleasing to
Him - and He will guard your path!  
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