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Introduction

This  study  is  what  I  call  a  “crockpot”  message.   A

crockpot message is one that starts out as a question or

interesting  note  on a  text  of  Scripture,  usually  in  the

pursuit  of  some  other  sermon  material,  and  then

“simmers” for a long time.  Occasionally I pull out my

sermon ideas file and put some thought and prayer into

it,  then  put  the  idea  back  in  the  crockpot  to  simmer

some more.   In this particular case,  I  first noticed an

interesting pattern of verbs in Mark chapter three in July
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1992.  It simmered until the fall of 2007; I added the last

ingredients and spices and preached it  to my church

family here at First Baptist Church on October 21, 2007.

It is the hope and prayer of the people of First Baptist

Church  in  North  Conway,  New  Hampshire  that  this

study will  encourage and  challenge you in  your  walk

with Christ.

Laurence D. Brown

First Baptist Church

North Conway, NH

April 2008

3



Being, Doing & Having

There  is  an  epidemic  of  instant

gratification  desire  among  American  college

students.   According  to  a  recent  U.S.  News

and  World  Report article,  credit  card

indebtedness  carried  by  undergraduate

students is at an average level of $2,200 per

student.   For graduate students,  the number

jumps to $5,800.  Many of these accounts are

charging  18—24%  interest.   This  debt,

obviously,  is  the  result  of  discretionary

spending  above  and  beyond  student  loans.

The  mentality  this  report  demonstrates  is
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seemingly  “I  must  have  what  I  want—right

now!  I’ll  live like I want and pay for it later.”

For  most  young  people  growing  up

surrounded by materialism and affluence, the

idea that you should make do with what you

have  and  pay  as  you  go,  is  not  really  a

consideration. 

Just as there are lots of folks who think

life  is  to  be found in  possessions,  there are

many people who believe that life is all about

activity.   These individuals are constantly on

the move:  they can’t  sit  still.   It  is  as  if  the

whole  culture  has  ADHD,  or  is  on  a  major

caffeine jolt.  They are always going on trips,
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vacations,  going  out  to  eat,  going  out  to

sporting  events  or  entertainment  venues—or

just  “going  out”  for  the  sake  of  “going  out.”

Life is a blur of activity.  Some of this mentality

has seeped into Christianity.  The “Christian”

version  of  the  life-equals-activity  view  is

something like: “I will be spiritual, I will be holy,

if I just keep busy.  If I max out my schedule

with  bustle  and  motion  and  activity,  then  I

must  be  doing  something  for  God.   All  this

busyness  must  mean  that  I  have  a  deep,

meaningful relationship with Christ, right?”

Our  Savior  throughout  His  earthly

ministry  dealt  with  people  who  had  wrong
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views  about  what  is  important  in  life.   He

talked  with  individuals  who  assumed  that

maintaining a high level of activity is the key to

fulfillment (like Martha, the sister of Lazarus).

The Lord also spoke with people who believed

that life is primarily about having possessions

and stuff (like the rich young ruler).

In this brief study we will be looking at a

fascinating  pattern  which  is  composed  of

verbs of being, verbs of action or doing, and

verbs  of  possession  or  having.   While  the

focus  is  on  a  select  few  New  Testament

passages, I  surmise that the pattern may be

found in many places in the whole Bible.  The
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pattern looks like this:
1.  The Pattern

A.  Be something first.

B.  Do something next.

C.  Have something last.

The  Scriptures  we  will  glance  at  are  the

following:

1. Mark  3:13-15   to  be  with  Him…to
preach…to have authority.

2. Luke  12:42-45   to  be  faithful…to  give
rations…to have authority.

3. Ephesians 5:1-5  to be imitators…to walk
in love…to have an inheritance.

This pattern places the emphasis on being

something  as  the  great  priority  of  the
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Christian  life.   Before  we  jump  into  our

vehicles  and  begin  dashing  frantically

about  to  fill  every  waking  moment  with

activity, before we begin filling our lives full

of  possessions,  God  wants  us  to  be

something.   He  desires  that  we  be  with

Him; He wants us to be faithful as a core

character  trait.   He  insists  that  we  be

becoming like Him.

Once this priority is a reality in our lives,

God  does  want  us  to  so  something:  He

wants our lives to produce fruit, to move in

a positive direction, to influence others in

service  to  Himself.   He  desires  that  we
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walk with Him, that we spread the gospel,

that we be diligent in pleasing Him.  This is

not  the  same  as  the  frenetic  hurly-burly

that often characterizes our activity.   It  is

rather purposeful, deliberate labor directed

into glorifying and pleasing the Lord.

Lastly, once the being and doing are in

place,  God  does  want  us  to  have

something.  This having does not resemble

in any way the obsession with “stuff”  that

drives our society, but rather it reflects the

desire  to  have  increased  ability  and

enhanced  influence  to  please  God  to  a

greater  degree.   Mostly  what  the  having
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represents is the authority to fulfill our great

purpose of glorifying Him.

2.  The Particulars

Let’s  take  a  moment  to  briefly  notice

some of  the  particulars  of  this  pattern  in

operation in the Scriptures we noted.

The  Lord  Jesus

Christ  is  at  the

beginning  of  His

public  ministry  in

Mark  chapter  three.   In  the  immediate

background  is  the  seed  of  pharisaical

hatred and conspiracy against Him, amidst

the  development  of  a  large  crowd  of
11
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followers from all districts of Judea, Galilee

and  beyond.   After  spending  the  whole

night  in  prayer  (Luke 6:12),  Jesus  called

twelve  of  His  disciples.   The  word  call

(NASB, “summoned”) is a powerful word in

the  original  language  (Greek:

).  It indicates a designation,

an appointment, a summons; it is not really

an invitation.  He named them apostles.  

Observe  here  that  the  first  statement

about who they are and what they are in

verse  fourteen  is  “so  that  they would  be

with  Him”  (emphasis  mine).   The

apostles  –  those  men  who  became  the
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remarkable individuals who would go on to

preach  the  gospel,  establish  the  Church

under Christ, write Scripture and shake the

world  to  its  knees  –  were  commissioned

first of all merely to be with Christ.  This is a

statement  of  being  and  of  relationship.

Their priority was to be something – near to

Christ.

In  all  the  busyness  of  life,  in  all  the

attempts  to  accumulate  stuff,  let  us  not

neglect the great wisdom recorded by the

sons of Korah:  “Cease striving and know

that  I  am  God”  (Psalm  46:10a).

Remember the gracious correction of our
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Savior  to  Martha?   “Martha,  Martha,  you

are worried and bothered about so many

things; but only one thing is necessary, for

Mary  has  chosen  the  good  part,  which

shall  not  be  taken away from her”  (Luke

10:41,42).   Do  not  allow  distraction  by

possessions  or  activity  to  destroy  the

simplicity and the sweetness of being with

God.

Not only does this pattern instruct us to

be with Christ, it shows that we should be

something in our character.  In Luke 12:42,

the Savior asks a question containing the

verb “is” – another form of the verb  to be.
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“Who  then  is  the  faithful  and  sensible

steward whom his master will put in charge

of his servants to give them their rations at

the  proper  time?”   God  wants  us  to  be

faithful:  loyal,  obedient  and diligent.   The

world  does  not  much  admire  these

qualities  anymore,  but  God  does.   An

October  2007  MSNBC  online  article

indicated  that  20%  of  married  American

men and 13% of married American women

commit  adultery.   Certainly faithfulness is

pretty  much  laughed  at  by  the  world.

When  was  the  last  time  you  saw  a

newspaper piece about an award given to
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someone  for  “obedience”?   Our  culture

demeans  and  ridicules  the  concept  of

obedience.   God,  however,  puts  the

precious  trait  of  consistent,  faithful

obedience  at  the  top  of  His  list  of

honorable qualities.  Thus the words of the

master in Matthew 25:20: “Well done, good

and faithful  slave.  You were faithful  in a

few things, I will put you in charge of many

things; enter into the joy of your master.”

In the Ephesians 5:1 passage, the “be”

element is the command to  be imitators of

God.  The word here is interesting because

while  it  certainly  does indicate  a state  of
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being, it also calls attention to a transition.

The word here would be best understood

in  English  as  “be becoming.”  There is  a

process  involved  in  becoming  more  like

God; it  does not  happen overnight.   The

aim of the Christian life is surely to become

more like Jesus Christ, and this verse puts

it in the form of a command.  “You must be
becoming  imitators  of  God,  as  beloved

children.”  We are under obligation to obey

this  imperative.    We,  having  begun  to

understand just a little of what it means for

God to love us, are compelled by our love

for  Him  and  our  desire  to  be  faithfully

obedient, to become like Him.
17



Now  notice  the

“doing”  portion  of

the pattern in these

Scriptures.   Once we have established a

genuine relationship with Jesus Christ, not

only  as  Savior  through  faith,  but

subsequently  as  Lord  through  conscious

and  deliberate  submission  to  Him,  He

wants us to engage in meaningful activity.

The Christian life is no place for laziness.

This  activity  is  not  merely  motion  for  the

sake of motion.  It is the accomplishment of

tasks – good works – for His glory.

18
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In the Mark three passage once again,

Jesus called His apostles to be with Him,

and  “…that  He  could  send  them  out  to

preach” (v.14).  The verb translated “send”

is the verb form of the word “apostle.”  It

has the idea of a purposeful, goal-oriented

commissioning.  It is significant that while

many church-growth gurus today minimize

the value of authoritative Bible preaching,

we can track the significance and value of

powerful,  declarative  presentations  of

Scripture all the way back to the prophets

of the Old Testament.  While we have no

apostles  today,  all  believers  have  the
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responsibility to witness about Jesus Christ

to those around.

The  Luke  12:42-45  passage  is

instructive  not  only  in  further  illuminating

the being – doing – having pattern, but also

because verse 43 gives us a helpful facet

of  the  activity  of  the  faithful  believer.

“Blessed  is  that  slave  whom  his  master

finds  so doing when he comes” (emphasis

mine).  The participle “so doing” indicates

that the slave is doing his faithful, obedient

service habitually and constantly when he

is interrupted by the arrival of the master.

Have you ever been in a situation, perhaps
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at work, where the boss was absent from

the  room  for  a  period  of  time  and  the

employees took the opportunity to goof off?

Then, when the supervisor appeared in the

doorway,  everyone  scrambled  to  look

busy.      But Luke 12:43 directs us to get

busy for God.  Do those things that glorify

Him, that advance the cause of Christ, that

promote  edification  and  evangelism  and

the health of the church.  And continue to

do  those  things,  day  after  day,  faithfully

and continuously.

We find the activity of walking in love in

Ephesians 5:2.  The emphasis here is on
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the  activity  –  walk –  which  stands  in  the

Bible as a metaphor for life and living.  God

expects us to carry out our lives, to order

our steps, to fulfill our responsibilities in the

affairs of  life.   But notice also, we are to

walk  in love.  We are not only to carry on

effectively, we are to do so in the realm of

love.   We are to  sacrificially,  consistently

portray the attitudes and actions of Christ-

like selflessness.  We are to do love, not

just  think  about  it  or  talk  about  it.   The

children of God are called to immerse all

activity  in  genuine  love  for  God  and  for

others.
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The third element in our pattern is that

of  “having.”   Our

modern  culture

constantly

indoctrinates us with  the need for  having

things.  It seems as though every waking

moment  is  filled  with  blaring

announcements of things the world tells us

we must  have.   Society  dictates  that  we

must  have possessions –  preferably  nice

ones, and definitely lots of them – in order

to be fulfilled.  However,  having something

is the last, and not the first component of
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the  scriptural  pattern.  We  should  be

something  for  Jesus  Christ  first,  and  we

should  do  something  for  Him,  before  we

look for possessing something.

Mark 3:13 and 14 tell us that the Lord

called His apostles first to be with Him and

second so “that He could send them out to

preach.”  Verse 15 goes on to tell  us the

third element of His commission – and the

third  component  of  the  pattern  we  are

considering – “and to have authority to cast

out  the  demons.”   What  a  spectacular,

awesome authority  to  have and to  wield!

Imagine  having  the  right  to  dispel  the
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forces of darkness!  In fact it  does seem

that many of our Lord’s servants were quite

enamored with this kind of amazing power.

We read about  this  in  Luke chapter  ten.

There, in verses 17-20 we find the seventy

heralds returning to the Savior to give Him

an  account  of  their  ministry.   They  had

been preaching the good news throughout

Galilee,  and  now,  upon  their  return  to

Christ  they said,  “Lord, even the demons

are  subject  to  us  in  Your  name”  (v.17).

Certainly there is legitimate excitement in

their  words.   Who wouldn’t  be  thrilled  at

this power of Jesus’ Name?  However, our

25



Savior’s  words  redirect  their  enthusiasm

into  a  different  direction.   Jesus  does

acknowledge  the  validity  of  their  ministry

and of the power they exercised over the

forces of darkness.  He even notes that He

observed Satan’s fall  from heaven (v.18).

But  in  verse  twenty  the  Lord  says,

“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this that the

spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that

your names are recorded in heaven.”

Having  authority  in  the  Name  of  the

Son  of  God  to  deal  with  the  forces  of

darkness  was  a  necessary  tertiary

component  of  the  commission  of  the
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twelve.  It was so they could overcome the

powers  of  Satan  brought  to  bear  on

thwarting  their  divinely-appointed

preaching  ministry  that  Christ  gave  them

this authority.  Of course, in today’s mix of

things that bear the title “Christian,” casting

out  of  demons has become a big  deal  –

some  churches  and  ministries  seem  to

major on it.  It must be pointed out that no

mandate was ever given to the Church to

engage  in  exorcism.   Casting  out  of

demons was limited to the apostolic age,

and  there  is  now  no  criteria  for  even

discerning  who  might  be  demon-
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possessed,  let  alone  having  Christ’s

authority  to  cast  out  evil  spirits.   We

certainly do believe that the indwelling Holy

Spirit will not share His habitation with any

evil spirit.

But back to our text in Mark 3:13 and

14: Having authority is the third part of this

special pattern, and it enables the servant

of  Christ  to  carry  out  his  job  for  Christ’s

glory.  That which the apostles had was the

right  to  carry  out  service  for  Christ  in  a

special way.

In  the  Luke  12:44  passage,  the

returning master puts the faithful slave “in
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charge  of  all  his  possessions.”   This

obedient,  consistent  servant  now  has

greater potential to serve, a greater sphere

of responsibility and an enlarged scope of

influence.  All too often Christians want to

be deacons, teachers or leaders first, and

prove their  reliability  and loyalty  to Christ

later  on;  the  Scripture  precept  is  the

opposite.   Once  we  have  become

something  for  God,  once  we  have  been

doing something for God, He gives us the

right to have increased ability to glorify Him

and  the  right  to  exercise  more

responsibility,  more  influence  to  please
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Him.

What could be more rewarding for the

child of God?  Often we get delusions of

grandeur when we think of God giving us

our  reward:  we assume that  the greatest

possession will be crowns, gold, mansions,

harps, status.  How very silly of us!  The

greatest thing we will ever possess is the

ability to please our great God and Savior,

the One Who gave Himself for us.  There is

no  greater  possession  than  this  right:  I

have  the  authority  to  honor  God.   And

there  can be no greater  enhancement  of

my possessions than an increased ability
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and right to honor and please my Lord.

Notice the words of Paul in Ephesians

chapter  five.   After  the  instruction  to  be

becoming  imitators  of  God,  and  the

exhortation  to  walk  in  love,  Paul  speaks

about the purity of mind and mouth which

should  characterize  those  who  are

imitating  the  Father.   In  verse  five  he

approaches the  having component from a

negative  angle:  “For  this  you  know  with

certainty, that no immoral or impure person

or covetous man, who is an idolater, has

an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and

God.”
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The  having  portion  here  is  an

inheritance  in  the  kingdom.   This  is  not

likely talking about non-believers, since in

the  immediate  context  Paul  warns  the

Christians that they must not be partakers

with  them  (“the  sons  of  disobedience”).

The  implication  is  that  it  is  possible  for

believers to participate in the world’s sinful

behaviors.  The inheritance of verse five is

likely  a  role  of  joyful  leadership  and

responsibility  in  the  coming  millenial

kingdom –  maybe  continuing  on  into  the

eternal  state.   Someday  faithful,  sincere

children of  God who simply imitated  Him
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and  sought  to  serve  Him  with  all  their

hearts,  minds  and  souls  will  receive  the

reward  of  their  inheritance  (Col.  3:24).

What  He  sees  fit  He  will  give  to  us  to

possess.   For  those  who  have  been

faithful,  it  may  be  increased  ability  and

authority to fulfill a role of pleasing God.

Christian,  what  are  your  priorities  in

life?  Are you trying to have something, or

do something, before being something for

Christ?  I challenge you from the Word of

God to be faithful imitator, to do obedient

service for your King, and let God decide
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what you will have.

34


