
God’s Library

When I think about the word “library” I get a picture in my mind of some the libraries where I 
have studied: the University of Michigan, Dearborn, library; Mansfield University in Mansfield, 
Pennsylvania, the Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary library, the (now defunct) Empire State 
Baptist Seminary in Liverpool, New York, the Detroit Public library, and the library at the 
Colgate University in Hamilton, New York.  That last one I enjoyed most thoroughly because I 
was not there as a student, but as a pastor in nearby Waterville, and I could browse the ancient 
languages and religious sections stacks to my heart’s content.  I borrowed many invaluable books
from that collection which helped me immensely in special biblical research projects.

Libraries have been in existence for more than 2,700 years.  The oldest library known to 
archaeology was the one at Ninevah dating to the reign of Ashurbanipal II (7th century B.C.)  It is
estimated that it contained 25,000 clay tablets written in Assyrian, Sumerian, Akkadian, Ugaritic 
and Aramaic.  In Mesopotamian style, these clay tablets were kept in wicker baskets with labels 
on the baskets.  Often tablets had titles etched into to edges of the tablets.  About 20,000 
fragments of the Ninevah library now reside in the British Museum in London.

The best known and greatest library in antiquity was that of Alexandria, Egypt, the great city 
founded by Alexander the Great in 331 B.C.  The library there was actually two: a large one 
established in the third century B.C. in the Mouseion (a temple dedicated to the Muses), and a 
smaller one built in the following century in the temple of Serapis, a Hellenized Egyptian deity.  
Both libraries were in the Brucheion, the royal district of the city.  Alexandria was the center of 
the ancient middle east’s book trade from its founding to the third century A.D.  

The Ptolemies, the rulers of Alexandria, offered a salary and academic freedom to scholars to 
come to Alexandria and pursue their studies there.  Mathematics, philosophy, engineering and 
many other disciplines flourished in Alexandria under this arrangement.  The material used for 
recording the scholars’ works was papyrus, a paper-like material made from the papyrus reed that
grows along the Nile.  The form of the book was the scroll, and it was wrapped around a wooden
peg or dowel called an umbilicus.  When stored horizontally in compartments on shelves, a tag 
marked with the author and title of the work enabled readers to find the scroll they wanted.

In order to make Alexandria even more of a center for scholarly and economic activity, the 
Ptolemies had a policy of confiscating all books from people who travelled through the city.  
Copies were made of books they did not already possess.  Any ships that docked in Alexandria’s 
harbor were also subject to this law: labels on those books thus obtained read “from the ships.”  
Owners of books usually got their original book back, but not always.  It is believed that by 50 
A.D. the library at Alexandria contained 700,000 volumes.

  

The largest collection of books in the world today is the Library of Congress, which has 
approximately 162 million items on 838 miles of shelves.



Did you know that God has a library?  And no, I am not speaking of the Bible, God’s revealed 
Word to mankind.  There are passages in the Scripture that indicate that God has record or 
reference books with important information inscribed in them.  Certainly God knows all things, 
and so it might seem strange that He keeps books, but this truth is found in His Word.  We don’t 
know if these are “books” as we think of them, or if they are some other kind of information 
record, but they seem to be actual, real books.  So what is in God’s library?

1.  The Book of Life.  This is the record of those who are physically alive on planet earth.  
Exodus 32:32 and 33; Psalm 69:28.  Physical life is a gift from God.  It would seem 
logical that the names in this book are changing every day – for the souls that come into 
existence (newly conceived babies), and those that pass out of this earthly life (those who
die).   Additionally, in Psalm 139:10, David mentions “all my days” being written “in 
Your book.”  Either in God’s book of life or another volume, there seems to be a 
prewritten record of how long every individual will live.  This might tie in with Moses’ 
words about numbering our days to be able to present a heart of wisdom to God (Psalm 
90:9-12).  Because God has already determined how long we will live here on earth, we 
do not need to concern ourselves with this matter.  We cannot add any length to our 
lifespan, nor would we want to if we could.  We can trust God implicitly and completely 
that His will for the days of our lives is perfect.  This frees us from the anxiety of when 
we will die, and allows us to focus on what we need to do: use our days and years for the 
glory of Jesus Christ.

2. The Lamb’s Book of Life.  This is the record of those who have eternal life through the 
work of Christ on the cross.   Revelation 13:8; Revelation 21:27; Philippians 4:3; 
Revelation 20:12,15.  A fascinating fact about this book is that it was written before the 
world began (Rev. 13:8).  This would indicate that God knew before any of us were born 
who would trust in Christ as Savior.  How do we know that the Lamb’s book of life is 
different from the book of life?  An examination of Exodus 32:32 and 33 shows that 
Moses, in interceding for Israel after their grievous sin, asks God if it is not possible to 
forgive them, to “please blot me out of Your book which You have written.”  Like the 
Lamb’s book of life, this one has God as its author; however, unlike that one, the book 
noted here can have names erased from it.  Verse 33 has God’s response: “Whoever has 
sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.”  Since we know that God’s promise 
of eternal life is irrevocable, this book of life cannot be the same as the Lamb’s Book of 
Life.  So Moses is requesting that God, if He cannot forgive Israel, take his physical life.

3. The Book of Deeds.  (Revelation 20:12; Daniel 7:10)  God has a record of every action of
every human who has ever lived or ever will live.  Revelation 20:12 says, “And I saw the 
dead, the small and the great, standing before the throne, and books were opened, and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the 



things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.”  This sobering verse 
contains information about “books” – apparently an exhaustive collection of information 
about the behavior of humans.  We might speculate that these books contain the record of 
not only the actions but also the words (Matt. 12:33-37) and motivations of all people (I 
Cor. 4:5).  When the books are opened, what will be found?  On the record of every 
single human being who walked upon the earth, except Jesus Christ, the books will show 
sin of every kind.  This seems to be why another book (the Lamb’s Book of Life) is 
opened.  It appears to function as a final cross-check.  Even though there will be no 
believers at the Great White Throne, the clerks of the court (angels?) will do a final check
to see if the condemned person has his or her name written in the Lambs Book of Life.  If
his deeds are evil, and there is no record of the atoning blood of the Lamb being applied 
to his name, he is to be thrown into the lake of fire forever.  

4. Another book found in Revelation is the Book of God’s Wrath (Revelation 5:1-5).  This 
one is specifically identified as a scroll.  In Bible times, most books were in scroll form; 
interestingly it was the propagation of the New Testament throughout the ancient world 
that largely popularized the form of book then called a “codex” – a book sewn together at
the spine, with leaves or pages that the reader turned.  This codex form made it easier to 
group many writings together into a single collection.  The scroll that is pictured in 
Revelation was written both on the good side of the material and the back side.  Only 
messages that were very important and urgent, and “full” had to be written on both sides, 
because generally only one side of the parchment or papyrus was smoothed and intended 
for use.  In this scene, only the Lamb (Jesus Christ) has the moral right and the divine 
authority to open the seals and begin the tribulation period.  God’s justice, when it arrives
on the scheduled day, will be fully executed, absolutely perfect and irresistible.  It will be 
great manifestation of His holy wrath upon the accumulated filth of mankind.  A similar 
book of wrath within the tribulation period is found in Revelation chapter ten.

5. The Book of Remembrance  (Malachi 3:16; Psalm 56:8; II Timothy 1:12; II Timothy 4:6-
8).  God has a scrapbook: did you know that?  He has a treasure chest of memories, or 
perhaps a “wall of fame” - photos of the people that He considers have achieved 
something great, or close personal friends.  I once met a man who had served on the crew
of Air Force One.  In his office he had photos of himself with several presidents of the 
U.S. whom he had served.  If you were friends of someone famous – a politician, 
business leader, military hero or celebrity – you might display a photo or keepsake that 
was meaningful to, a memento of your relationship to that individual.  So who and what 
are in God’s scrapbook?  God has a complete record of every heartache, sacrifice, pain 
and act of love and devotion that every one of His children ever carried out, all perfectly 
preserved without human smudges or fingerprints, in His book.  Every time we suffered 
something because of our love for Jesus Christ, no matter how trivial, that event was 
entered into God’s memory book.  Every tear we shed, every time we went through a trial



in faithfulness to Him, every time we suffered hurt because someone else misjudged us or
despised us and what we were standing for – God knows and has kept a record.  Those 
memories, I might suggest, are very precious to God.  As time passes and our memories 
fade, we might even forget that we ever did such a thing.  But our heavenly Father never 
forgets, and He will reward the faithfulness and sacrifice of His children.  Paul speaks of 
“what I have entrusted to Him until that day” in II Timothy 1:12.  Literally this is a 
“deposit” – what He gives over or entrusts to God “until that day” – until he stands before
the Master at the Bema.  At the Judgment Seat of Christ, he is confident that he will be 
rewarded with the crown of righteousness (II Tim. 4:8), the reward of those who have 
faithfully prepared and served until the Savior’s appearing.  Contemplating this book and 
what’s in it leads us to ponder: what does God’s book of remembrance have in it about 
you?  Are faithfully – even sacrificially – serving the Savior with all of your heart, soul, 
mind and body right now?  Does God consider you a close personal friend and servant, or
just a distant acquaintance?  What have you entrusted to Him in the form of devoted and 
faithful service to Him?
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Most information about ancient libraries from Matthew Battles, Library: An Unquiet History.

Information about the Library of Congress from www.loc.gov


