
Striving for the Mastery Conference 2017 

Electives Descriptions 

A Visual Guide to Biblical Warfare (Pastor Laurence Brown): Gain a better understanding of 

the Bible through learning about ancient warfare. This two-part session will bring this subject to 

life through a number of visuals, including ancient artifacts and replicas of biblical-era weapons 

and tools. Recommended for all. 

Pointers for Pastors (Pastor Frank Hayman): This session offers biblical wisdom and advice 

coming from a faithful veteran of God's service. Recommended for pastors or those interested in 

the ministry. This session is repeated. 

Why Be a Baptist? (Pastor Roy Kinney): Are labels altogether to be avoided, or is there 

something significant in the designation "Baptist"? How is a Baptist church different from other 

churches, and is Baptist teaching bibilical? 

Excellence in Homeschooling (Mrs. Selena Cowland): Taught by a pastor's wife who has 

homeschooled several boys in several states, this elective will push for excellence in this 

important area. It will address many issues such as legal requirements, recommended curricula, 

giving kids exposure to people and events outside of the home, and offer general advice and 

counsel. Note that not only is this a two-part session, but on Saturday (during the first elective 

time-slot) there will be another session in which attendees are encouraged to ask Mrs. Cowland 

any questions relating to homeschooling that come to mind. This session is open to ladies. 

Learning about Suffering from Job (Pastor Stephen Brown): The book of Job proclaims 

profound and neeful truths about how we ought to respond to suffering, even the most severe of 

suffering. Christians need to be prepared for the trials they may face, and this session will 

attempt to summarize the teachings of Job on this subject. Recommended for all. This session is 

repeated. 

Biblical Narrative (Pastor Stephen Brown): Our culture often fails to recognize and appreciate 

the richness and the importance of the "story" portions of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Kings, 

Matthew, Mark, and so on). These passages tend to be read with less enjoyment and less applied 

to life than other sorts of biblical writing, such as the pauline epistles. This session will introduce 

some of the key concepts involved in following and learning from narrative, especially Old 

Testament narrative. Recommended for all. 

Daughters of the King (Mrs. Lorie Brown): Once we have trusted in Jesus Christ as the Savior 

from our sin, we become members of the family of God.  We become daughters of the 

King!  But just what kind of family have we joined?  What does God teach us from His Word 

about Himself as Father? Son? Holy Spirit? And how should His attributes and characteristics 

impact us?  What responsibilities do we have to uphold the family name in what we do, say, and 

think? This session is open to all women.  



Lessons on Prayer from the Old Testament (Pastor Roy Kinney): This session will survey 

some of the OT passages that discuss or display prayer and offer valuable lessons for believers 

today. Recommended for all. This session is repeated. 

Using the Internet for the Glory of God (Pastor Tim Lewis): Learn about using an important 

tool of modern life – the internet – for the Lord. This class will particularly emphasize a biblical 

philosophy for setting up and using church websites. This session is repeated. 

Aquila and Priscilla  (Scott & Renee VanDyne): How to recognize, develop, and release the 

Aquila & Priscilla teams that exist in each of our churches!  This session is repeated. 

Helping Young People Prepare for College (Pastor Dan Delevan): Choosing a college to 

attend is a momentus decision. This session will help attendees to know how best to assist young 

people in this decision. Pastor Delevan has participated in a number of college trips and brings a 

discerning mind and a loving heart to this subject. Recommended especially for pastors or youth 

leaders, but open to all. 

Where in the World is Israel? (Pastor Tim Lewis): Quick, grab a map and find Israel. Where is 

Samaria in relation to Jerusalem? Where is Egypt in relation to Persia? A basic familiarity with 

the geography of the Middle East is immensely helpful in understanding the Bible, and this 

session will employ various maps and images to help orient Americans to the biblical word. 

Recommended for all. 

Is the Law of Moses for Today? (Pastor Stephen Brown): Is it alright to eat pork? To work on 

the sabbath day? This session will address the important issue of the Mosaic Law and how 

Christians today should relate to it. Recommended for all. 

The Pastor's Devotonal Life (Pastor Nate Hayman): Pastors preach just about every Sunday, 

but this does not guarantee an ongoing, vibrant relationship with the Lord. This session will 

stress the need for a personal devotional life on the part of every pastor and offer tips on how to 

do this in the midst of a busy schedule. Recommended for pastors, or for those interested in the 

ministry. 

How to Be a Servant in Your Church (Pastor Sean Cowland): It is vital that every member of a 

church be a servant. This session will give motivation and practical tips for serving in the local 

church. Recommended for all. 

Life Lessons from Caleb (Pastor Nate Hayman): Learn from the bold and mighty Caleb, an OT 

character with much to teach us today. Recommended for all. 

Intentionality in Hymn Selection (Pastor Dan Delevan): Hymns often are picked at the last 

minute, and/or without regard to the content of that day's message, the helpfulness of the tune, or 

the appropriateness of the lyrics. This session will encourage attendees to put effort into a 

deliberate, attentive selection of hymns, for the benefit of the congregation. Recommended 

especially for pastors or song leaders. 



The Story of the Bible: The Land (Pastor Stephen Brown): The concept of land constitutes a 

major element in the overall story of the Bible, more so than is often recognized. Recommended 

for all. 

Understanding Military Aspects of the Bible (Pastor Sean Cowland): Deepen your 

understanding of the Bible, especially books like Joshua, by listening to a military veteran and a 

pastor, and thereby look at the land of Israel through a soldier's eyes. Recommended for all. 

Lessons in Leadership from Joshua (Pastor Sean Cowland): Learn from Joshua how to be a 

God-centered, biblical leader. Recommended for pastors, deacons, or others in leadership 

positions. 

Handling Medical Emergencies in Church (Nathan Delevan): What ought you to do if 

someone has a heart attack during a church event, or there is an accident in the kitchen? Learn 

some of the basics of emergecy response. Recommended for all. 

 


